
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Summer Playlist” is the name of the current sermon series,  which has been designed to acquaint 
us with power of our tradition’s ancient hymnbook, the Psalms. Today’s sermon, “Track 13: Hope Set High”  
is the thirteen sermon in the series. You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
     at Radford Hall
4:00 p.m.       Youth Parent Meeting
 5:00 p.m.      Youth 
 7:30 p.m.      The Oaks  

In Depth: Sunday School 
classes are offered at 10:05 
a.m. for all ages. To learn more 
about Adult Sunday School 
classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send her an 
e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Wednesday: 
   7:00 p.m.   Chancel Choir
Thursday:
  10:00 a.m. Academy Meet the 
    Teacher

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

                  All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893),
           if you’d like to know more about becoming involved in the items 
                                     on the schedule below.

Children’s Ministry: Upcoming Events
  We're so excited about the fall and upcoming events with 
the Children's Ministry! One of the main changes is that 
Children's Church during both services will be extended to 
include children through 5th Grade. There will be a Children's 
Church service for 3 years old - Kindergarten in the Preschool 
Room and another service for 1st-5th graders in the Tree 
House Room. During this time, children will have their own 
time of worship, we'll take an offering which will go to support 
Gabriela (our sponsored child in Guatemala), we’ll play some 
games, and the children will hear a message with the same 
theme that their parents are hearing in the main service.
    Fourth and Fifth graders will serve as leaders during this

time.  We'll have a parent's meeting next Sunday, the 31st, at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary for all parents with 
children from 3 years old - 5th Grade to discuss other changes and events for the fall.
    I hope you can all be there! Also, the 31st will be promotion Sunday for Sunday School.  All children will 
move to their regular grade level classes on that day. — Alayna Brooks



Youth Ministry: Saying Goodbye

College Ministry: Welcome Back, College Students!

Dear Aldersgate Community,
   As some of you are aware, I will be graduating from ACU this 
December, and before pursuing a masters degree, I will be moving 
to South Africa for a period of seven months to do mission work. As 
I am looking forward to these exciting events, it has been decided 
that I will be stepping down from my position in the Youth Ministry 
after August 31st so that I may focus my attentions fully on what 
God has in store for me next. In the past three years, I have learned 
so much from this community and have many dear memories and 
relationships that I will always carry with me. This community will 
always be in my thoughts and prayers, and I am very thankful for all 
of the support that you all have given me and continue to give me. 

  We hope you all have had a wonderful summer and are so glad 
you are back in Abilene. Here are some of the ways Aldersgate 
desires to walk with you in your personal and spiritual formation 
this year: 
The Oaks: This is the weekly gathering of students within the 
Aldersgate community. Students from all three universities join 
together on Sunday evenings at 7:30 in the Fellowship Hall for table 
fellowship over a free dinner, worship, devotion and discussion. 
Throughout the semester, we will engage different topics that are 

relevant to college students as well as participate in experiences that will help us reflect on our spiritual 
formation. 
Student Adoption: This is a program that partners Aldersgate members with college students for the 
duration of the school year. Hopefully, these relationships will make strides towards helping students feel 
like they have a place to belong and some stability in this church family. 
The Apprentice Series: This is a small group discipleship class that will meet on Thursday nights at 9:00 
p.m. at Aldersgate. This class will go through a book series written by James Bryan Smith that emphasizes 
developing healthy understanding of God, the Christian life, and the Church. Email Kyle at kyle@
aldersgateabilene.org or by calling 665-9916, if you are interested, as there are limited spots.
Growth Groups: We will also offer Growth Groups so students may share life, discuss Aldersgate sermons, 
and support each other on a weekly basis.
Sunday School: Sunday School is offered to all students and will meet in the last Youth Room in the back
hallway at 10:05 a.m. on Sundays — Kyle Watson 

   I pray that your love will keep on growing in knowledge and every kind of discernment, so that you can 
approve the things that are superior and can be pure and blameless in the day of Christ, filled with the fruit 
of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God. (Philippians 1: 9-11) 
— Aaron Yelovich



Summer Playlist: Track 13: Hope Set High
Psalm131

Sermon Notes
Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

1 My heart is not proud, LORD, my eyes are not haughty; I do not concern myself with great matters or         
              things too wonderful for me. 
2 But I have calmed myself and quieted my ambitions. I am like a weaned child with its mother; like a weaned                             
                                 child I am content. 
3 Israel, put your hope in the LORD both now and forevermore.  Psalm 131

Hope Lost

The Struggle of Israel (Genesis 32)

Frenetic Ambitions 

“As long as we continue to live as if we are what we do, what we have, and what other people think about us, 
we will remain filled with judgments, opinions, evaluations, and condemnations. We will remain addicted to 

putting people and things in their "right" place.” –Henri Nouwen

Calmed and Momed…
 The Quite Disciplines --

Hope Found Through Ascent  



Bowie News: Oh, the Places We Will Go

Connections: Through the Hallway 
   The central hallway of Aldersgate is one of the busiest 
places on Sunday morning. It is where we are greeted 
by a friendly face, fill up a cup of coffee, grab a donut 
and exchange hugs and handshakes with old and new 
friends. 
      It is also one of the first things that a guest notices when 
they walk into the church. Something that I have been 
reflecting on lately is the idea that with God, nothing is 
wasted. That means that even something as simple as a 
hallway can become an agent for communicating the 
love of God. 
   Our hope is that the central hallway of Aldersgate will 
offer new ways for people to connect with God and with 
others. We are in the process of building a Welcome 
Center where Aldersgate folks will be stationed  to help 
people connect with different ministries at the church. 

  This year, Bowie Elementary has adopted a theme based on Dr. 
Seuss’ book “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” to encourage students about 
the possibilities that life holds for them. To join in the spirit of the 
theme for the year and to encourage the students, individually, 
the Mission Task Force of Aldersgate has designated some “Faith 
Promise” money (donated by our congregation to be used for 
missional efforts such as this one) to purchase a copy of “Oh, the 
Places You’ll Go!” for each student at Bowie. The dream is that 
each one of the 700 books will include a note of encouragement, 

handwritten by a member of Aldersgate. (That means you!) That’s right! You are invited to an all-church 
book signing party on Sunday, September 7, at 3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to have a hand  
in encouraging the students with a handwritten note. I will have samples of encouraging notes available in 
case you are not comfortable using your own words. It’s a low-risk endeavor that will offer a great return 
in the lives of the children as we find another way to tell them: “You are worthy  of love!” Grace and Peace!
 — Amy Wilson Feltz

   We will also have a new food center that will make getting your Sunday morning coffee and donuts a 
little easier. On the west wall, we will have a rotating art gallery which will display artwork from within and 
outside of our community. (The photo to the right is a digital image of one of the “Picturing the Parables” 
paintings that will hang on our gallery wall in December.) We are excited to explore the possibilities of this 
new hallway, and we hope that you are as well! — Jessica Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the 
community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about 
service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is 
dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler

Lou Swindell
Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Launa Brand

Presence                      (8.17.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $10,359.54
Received Month-to-Date = $41,471.74 
Received Year-to-Date = $492,858.25
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

Lou Adams
Dan Gilbreath
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall

9:00 a.m. Worship Service= 180                       
11:00 a.m. Worship Service=180

Total Worship Service Attendance=360                                                   
 Sunday school=219

Ministry Leaders

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Ruben Sandoval

Staff-Parish Relations Committee News
  After a two month period of discernment, the SPRC would like to announce 
our hearty support, genuine approval, and backing of Pastor Steve Brooks 
as he seeks to engage in an exciting opportunity for him and for Aldersgate.  
Beginning in September, Steve will embark on a 3-year program to earn his 
Doctor of Ministry degree with a concentration in Spiritual Transformation 
at Northern Seminary in Lombard, IL.  This program includes 9 retreats of 2 
½ days each on “transforming community” followed by 3 additional five-day 
intensives—all within a 26 month period.  The following nine months would 
then be dedicated to writing a dissertation.  The dissertation will be centered in 
an Aldersgate wide spiritual growth “project” in which the church would take 
an active, dynamic role.  The SPRC has discerned that this particular degree 
path will not only benefit Steve as a pastor, but the church will also benefit as 
a result of his growth, sharing, and teaching.  For more information on the 
degree click: http://www.seminary.edu/future-students/academic-programs/
doctoral/dmin-in-spiritual-transformation/   
Please join me in encouraging Steve through this process.  We feel God will be 
honored and glorified by his taking this step forward.



   Book of the Month  

Daily Bible Readings
The primary way that we grow in 

our love for God and others is to 
read and reflect on the Scriptures. 
That growth is accelerated when 
we read and reflect on the Bible in 
community. These passages have 
been selected   to reinforce this week’s 
message. Join the conversation on 
the Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church Facebook page where you 
can read and comment.

 Sunday: Psalm 131
Monday:  Psalm 120     
Tuesday:       Psalm 123           
Wednesday:  Psalm 125              
Thursday:      Psalm 128 
Friday:        Psalm 130                                                 
Saturday:    Psalm 133                                     

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

        Growing Together                                                                           
                                                     Pastor  Amy                                           

Each month, we will 
recommend a book 
to aid you in your 
spiritual growth.We 
are suggesting the 
book, "Conspiracy of 
Kindness" by author 
Steven Sjogren,
because this book will continue to be 
a great resource during our 13 Weeks 
of Kindnesss campaign. Copies are 
available in the office Please consider 
reading the book, and continue to 
share your stories! #kindness13      
Grace and Peace! 
— Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  At Aldersgate, we believe that we grow in 
our relationship with God as we grow in our 
relationship with others. That’s why we believe a 
small group ministry is so critical in the health 
of a church. It all has to do with our mission. —
Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus.

   We’re really talking about the “deeply devoted” part here.
   Our small group ministry is designed to help us grow in our love of 
God and love for each other. That’s why we call them Growth Groups.
As these groups of 8-14 people commit to meeting together each week, 
we find that we begin to grow in our faith, in our knowledge of Scripture 
and in our relationships. As Pastor Steve said last week, we draw near to 
God as we draw near to each other, as we grow together.
“Together” is a key word in the power of these groups. “Together” is 
what makes the growth in all of these areas possible by the Grace of 
God. “Together” is what puts the “deeply” in front of “devoted” in our 
mission.
   This is not just “pastor talk.” Here what some people are saying about 
Aldersgate Growth Groups:

 •“They have welcomed me with open arms.  I’m very
          comfortable in my group.”
 •“This has been one of the best decisions we’ve made.”
 •“For anyone who hasn’t joined one, they should.”

  The next session of Growth Groups will begin during the week of 
September 7. Childcare is provided.
    If you have not participated in a group yet and would like to join one 
for the Fall Session, please sign up on a sheet in the hallway after each 
worship service, or email me (amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org) 
or call or text me (660-5017). I would be delighted to speak with you 
about a group that would be a good fit for you.
    One more thing! We have an “easy on, easy off ” policy, which means, 
you are welcome to try a group, and if it isn’t for you, you may opt out 
of the group, no questions asked, no hard feelings. You can always try 
again during the next session.
   What a deal, right? I pray that you will give Growth Groups a try. 
And if you’re already in a group, please feel encouraged to share about 
your experience. Growth in the life of a follower of Jesus is something 
to be celebrated! Grace and Peace!


